MINUTES

MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE

October 8, 2019 
MINUTES MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE MEETING –October 8, 2019

Chairman Tom King called the meeting to order in Room 26 at about 7:30 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.
GUESTS:  State Senator Eric Berthel, Robert Hyde, candidate for US Congress.
OTHERS PRESENT:  None noted.
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: Alternate Russell Tolles was appointed to sit in for absent member Robert Smith.
GUEST COMMENTS: Eric Berthel commented on prisoner voting, tolls, tax on prepared foods, and the grocery bag tax. He noted Democrats signing up prisoners upon passage of the incarcerated prisoner bill. Eric said municipal election get out the vote is important. Frank Cipriano commented tolls on out of state trucks should be done out of fairness. There was much comment on the prepared foods tax confusion and the bag tax.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
MOTION by John Cookson to accept the minutes of the September 10th regular meeting, SECOND by Frank Cipriano and unanimously voted.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Rito Albini reported a starting balance of $4,611.80. We had income of $100.00. We had expenses totaling $1,281.12 for Cocktail invitations of $189.12, US PO Box of $92.00, and VYNE deposit of $1,000.00. The ending balance is $3,430.68.
MOTION by Frank Cipriano to accept, SECOND by George Tzepos and unanimously voted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT – There was a balance of $372.20 in the Sunshine Fund after the August meeting. In September we collected $19.00 from members, giving $391.20 in the Sunshine Fund.
There was a Thank You letter from Joann Cappelletti for the $100.00 donated to Family Services.

There was a letter from Town Clerk Edie Salisbury communicating the move of Ned Love to Florida, opening a Justice of the Peace position.
There was no other correspondence other than Cocktail Party RSVP’s.
MOTION by Nat Kuppuraj to accept, SECOND by Russell Tolles and unanimously voted.

TOWN BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS

BOE – John Cookson said curriculum changes and state input. Budget activity starts in December.

P&R – Betty said Celebrate Middlebury very successful. Trick or Trunk coming up.

P&Z – Terry Smith said Bob LaFlamme building approved and Westover sign.
Conservation – George Tzepos said it was a marathon meeting because Chairman Paul Bowler was absent.

EIDC – Terry McAuliffe said a promotional video was underway. George Tzepos suggested a promotional brochure.
Police – Tom King said no meeting yet.

MRTC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Nominating – Tom King noted the Justice of the Peace opening. He NOMINATED Paul Bialobrzeski who had expressed interested and found qualified, SECOND by Terry McAuliffe and unanimously voted.
Ways and Means – Trick or Trunk. John Cookson said he and Rito would bring their trucks. He said about $250 was needed for Fritos, etc. MOTION by George Tzepos to appropriate $250.00 for candy, SECOND by Frank Cipriano and unanimously voted.

Cocktail Party – Tom King urged MRTC Members to participate if possible or perhaps donate. Paul Bowler and other members commented on effective ways to get attendance up. Terry McAuliffe commented we had as many dollars from outright donations from “good Republicans” as we did from the 38 tickets sold so far.
NEW BUSINESS - N/A

OLD BUSINESS

Municipal Elections - Election Day activities. Signs will be handed out at the Cocktail Party. Eric Berthel asked to keep an eye out for election day irregularities.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Robert Hyde, candidate for US Congress from the Fifth District introduced himself and took questions from the members. This was his second visit here. He said he was concerned with the upcoming census. He said current congressman Joanna Hayes didn’t represent her entire district but only a small percentage.
ADJOURNMENT: 
Frank Cipriano MOTIONED to adjourn, SECOND by John Cookson and unanimously voted at about 8:08 pm.
$12.00 was collected at this meeting for the Sunshine Fund.
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