MINUTES

MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE

July 16, 2019 
MINUTES MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE MEETING – July 16, 2019

Chairman Tom King called the meeting to order in Room 26 at about 7:30 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.
GUESTS:  None
OTHERS PRESENT:  Ed St. John, Edie Salisbury, Chris Gilbertie, Peter Vaccarelli, Brenda Carter, Paul Phillips, Geoff Stowell, Marj Needham.
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: N/A.
GUEST COMMENTS: None.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
Robert Smith MOTIONED to accept the minutes of the June 11th regular meeting, SECOND by John Cookson. In discussion, Rito Albini noted an error in the Treasurers Report. After making correction, the minutes were unanimously voted.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Rito Albini reported a starting balance and ending balance of $6,111.80.

MOTION by John Cookson to accept, SECOND by Frank Cipriano and unanimously voted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT – There was a balance of $421.70 in the Sunshine Fund after the June meeting. In July we collected $15.00 from members, giving a big total of $436.70 in the Sunshine Fund.
There was no correspondence other than election materials.
MOTION by John Cookson to accept, SECOND by Nat Kuppuraj and unanimously voted.

TOWN BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS

BOE- John Cookson mentioned maintenance projects.
P&R – Betty Proulx said mid-summer going well.

P&Z – Terry Smith noted a zone change on Park Rd. Ext. and Straits Tpke.

BOS – Ed St. John noted Capital Projects status and multi activities going on..

WPCA – Robert Smith nothing new and no meeting scheduled.

Conservation – Paul Bowler noted town pond projects.

EIDC – Terry McAuliffe said Cavallos deli-owner Lena Hassinger discussed possible projects.
Police – Tom King noted dismissal of two officers.

MRTC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Ways and Means – John Cookson said there was nothing to report this month.

Scholarship – Rito Albini said his subcommittee had selected three recipients of $500.00 scholarships, Benjamin Bowler, Vincent Graziano and Dylan Kasidas. They will be invited to the Aug. 13 meeting.

Nominating – Tom King said the subcommittee had met with Russell Tolles and found him qualified to be an MRTC alternate and also a member of the Park and Recreation Commission. Tom MOTIONED Russell Tolles and as a recommended candidates, SECOND by Terry McAuliffe and unanimously voted. Tom also MOTIONED to recommend Geoff Stowell as a second name, SECOND by Paul Bowler and unanimously voted.
Tom King also MOTIONED to nominate Russell Tolles as an alternate to the MRTC, SECOND by Robert Smith and unanimously voted.

Wine Tasting – Shannon Cavallo outlined some approaches and requirements for a wine tasting. There is no cost to the MRTC. Vendors donate food and wine samples. Rito Albini said he’d look into issues from campaign finance laws and liquor permits. Friday August 23rd from 6-10pm was selected as a best date to not interfere with the fall cocktail party. Meadowview Park as the venue. Four hours police coverage would be needed because of liquor. Insurance would be about $250. Parking restrictions might limit ticket sales. About 200 attendees at $50 per person. Attendees must buy a glass to drink the wine, allowing for money collection, SEEC forms and age verification. Paul Bowler recommended $900 in seed money for police and insurance. Tom King MOTIONED to appropriate no more than $900 for police and insurance, SECOND by Frank Cipriano and unanimously voted.
Rito Albini asked about marketing costs because he needed to report by September 1.

NEW BUSINESS

Tom King said the Nominating Committee met many times to interview candidates and endorse a slate for the November municipal elections. He read aloud the following slate: 


First Selectman, Ed St. John

Selectman, Elaine Strobel

Tax Collector, Brenda Carter

Treasurer, Robin Desantis

Police Commissioner, Francis Cipriano

Board of Education, John Cookson and Peter Vaccarelli

Board of Education vacancy, Shannon Cavallo

Board of Finance, William Stowell

Library Board of Trustees, Mary Veillette and Rita Smith

Board of Assessment Appeals, Robert Flanagan

Water Pollution Control Authority, Ted Manello and Paul Phillips and Robert Smith

Tom King then asked for further nominations from the floor and there were none. He asked for a voice vote and all approved and none opposed.
Tom King said a Vacancy Committee was needed in the event candidates couldn’t serve. He MOTIONED that the Nominating Committee be the Vacancy Committee, SECOND by Frank Cipriano and unanimously voted.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.

ADJOURNMENT: 
John Cookson MOTIONED to adjourn, SECOND by Rito Albini and unanimously voted at about 8:10 pm.
$21,50 was collected at this meeting for the Sunshine Fund.
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