MINUTES

MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE

February 9, 2021 

MINUTES MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE MEETING –February 9, 2021

Chairman Tom King called the meeting to order by ZOOM video conference at about 7:30 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.
GUESTS: State Senator Eric Berthel, State Central 32 District Committeeman David Schultz, Chris Lancia, candidate for CTGOP interim chair.
OTHERS PRESENT: Raja Bajaj
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: Alternate Paul Bialobrzeski sat for Paul Bowler, Brian Proulx for Keli Bollard.
GUEST COMMENTS: State Senator Eric Berthel noted the passing of former State Senator Rob Kane and gave a brief eulogy for him as a person, father, and strong leader.
David Schultz discussed the process of filling the vacancy of J R Romano as chair of CTGOP. He said there wasn’t sufficient time to vet the five candidates competing for that interim position. He recommended Sue Hatfield, currently vice-chair to serve that interim role.

Chris Lancia told members he was seeking to be the interim chair of CTGOP and was also planning to run for chairman for the next full term. He said he would support whoever filled those positions. He said there was a huge gap between CTGOP and the local RTCs that he wanted to fix.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
MOTION by Robert Smith to accept the minutes of the January 12, 2021 regular meeting, SECOND by Russ Tolles and unanimously voted.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer Nat Kuppuraj reported a starting balance and ending balance of $8,248.32.

MOTION by Brian Proulx to accept, SECOND by Shannon Cavallo and unanimously voted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT – There was a starting balance of $174.79 in the Sunshine Fund. Secretary McAuliffe suggested a donation of $100.00 in the memory of Rob Kane. Robert Smith MOTIONED to appropriate $100.00, SECOND by Brian Proulx and unanimously voted. After discussion and suggestion by Eric Berthel, the money will go into a children’s fund for Rob’s children. There was no physical correspondence.
MOTION by Robert Smith to accept the Secretary Report, SECOND by Nat Kuppuraj and unanimously voted.

TOWN BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS

BOE – Shannon Cavallo said budget being finalized, plus a security overview by police.
BOS – Elaine Strobel said town received bids for Shepardson bathrooms.
P&Z – Terry Smith said public hearings for medical offices on Straits Turnpike.
EIDC – Terry McAuliffe said tax incentive program would likely add a fourth tier.
WPCA – Robert Smith said nothing new to report, quiet time. Sewer extensions on Straits Turnpike.
Police – Tom King said new mandates would add dollars to the police budget.

MRTC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Nominating: Tom King noted the 2021 election year affecting Middlebury municipal candidates including First Selectman and the charter revision terms and term limits. He said all candidates for endorsement would be interviewed, including incumbents. He said July meetings would likely be adjusted to meet selection dates.

Tom said all elected representatives should indicate the desire to be on the ballot.

Scholarship – Terry Smith said the scholarship program was firm and publicity had been started. He asked for help in the scholarship offices of local schools.
Ways and Means – Shannon Cavallo said there still remained restrictions for the fund raisers we had been thinking about. Tom King said the Cocktail Party was important and funds were needed.
OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS
None
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Robert Smith noted a Hartford Courant article regarding increased home values in Middlebury and other towns.
David Schultz noted the SD-32 date window for selecting delegates to the State Central convention. This would be in March. Tom King said we would do this at our March meeting, 32nd and 15th districts.

ADJOURNMENT: 
Brian Proulx MOTIONED to adjourn, SECOND by Chris Gilbertie and unanimously voted at about 8:08 pm.
No money was collected at the meeting for the Sunshine Fund.
1. Rolling sign in sheet from previous meetings.
MRTC Sign-In – February 9, 2021
	
	
	May

19
	Jun
9
	Jul

14
	Aug

11
	Sep

8
	Oct

13
	Nov

10
	Dec

8
	Jan

12
	Feb

9

	Rito
	Albini
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Keli-Ann
	Bollard
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paul
	Bowler
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Francis
	Brennan
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	Brendan
	Browne
	EX
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	John
	Calabrese
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Shannon
	Cavallo
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	EXC
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Frank 
	Cipriano
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	John
	Cookson
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	7:32
	X
	

	Michael
	Dayton
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chris
	Gilbertie
	
	
	
	X
	7:40
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Matthew
	Gilchrist
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	EXC
	X
	X
	X
	

	Tom
	King
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Nat
	Kuppuraj
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Terry
	McAuliffe
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Betty
	Proulx
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Robert
	Smith
	EX
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Terry
	Smith
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Robin
	Stanziale
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	EXC
	X
	X
	

	Elaine
	Strobel
	X
	
	
	EXC
	Y
	7:35
	EXC
	X
	X
	X

	Russell
	Tolles
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	George
	Tzepos
	X
	
	x
	7:30
	7:40
	X
	x
	7:40
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brian
	Proulx
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Paul
	Bialobrzeski
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	Heidi
	Shea
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Bill
	Bellotti
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Page 1 of 3
Page 3 of 3

