MINUTES

MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE

January 12, 2021 

MINUTES MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE MEETING –January 12, 2021

Chairman Tom King called the meeting to order by ZOOM video conference at about 7:35 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.
GUESTS: State Senator Eric Berthel
OTHERS PRESENT: Chip Kuehnle
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: Alternate Heidi Shea sat for Rito Albini, Paul Bialobrzeski sat for Keli Bollard.
GUEST COMMENTS: State Senator Eric Berthel discussed the Jan. 6 protest and riot at the US Capitol. He said all such riots should be prosecuted. He noted progress in coronavirus vaccinations. He told members he served on four State Senate positions, deputy senate Republican leader, ranking member on the education committee, ranking member on the banks committee, veterans affairs committee, and ranking member of human services which handles much of the state expenditures. He said the focus would be covid and economic recovery. He said the Democrats basically controlled everything. He said Democratic chairs told him pet projects would be avoided this year. He said recreational marijuana legislation would move forward in the governor’s budget, avoiding legislation on regulations. He said he was against the legalization, but would support safety regulations. He said tolls would not be supported by the governor. He said many police were retiring due to new accountability legislation, and new officers were few. He said the covid emergency powers of the governor had gone on beyond what was permitted by the statutes.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
MOTION by Russ Tolles to accept the minutes of the December 8, 2020 regular meeting, SECOND by Nat Kuppuraj and unanimously voted.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer Nat Kuppuraj reported a starting balance of $8,445.97. We had expenses of $197.65, and no income. The ending balance is $8,248.32.
A comparison of last year to this year shows $7,267.61 in Jan 2020 and $8,248.32 in January 2021.

MOTION by Bob Smith to accept, SECOND by Fran Brennan and unanimously voted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT – There was a starting balance of $174.79 in the Sunshine Fund. Nothing was collected or spent. There was no correspondence other an E-Mail from Town Clerk Brigitte Bessette regarding Justices of the Peace openings.
MOTION by George Tzepos to accept the Secretary Report, SECOND by Terry Smith and unanimously voted.

TOWN BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS

BOE – Shannon Cavallo said capital plan being addressed and covid refief..
BOS – Elaine Strobel noted a tax incentive for Metro Realty for a medical building on Straits Turnpike. A town meeting for that and the Pilots Mall change will be combined and done probably by ZOOM.
P&Z – Terry Smith said an excavation and grading for a building on 92 Turnpike Drive, plus public hearings for medical offices on Straits Turnpike.
EIDC – Terry McAuliffe noted the tax abatement for Metro Realty and approval of the building design. He also noted approval of the building design for 92 Turnpike Drive.

WPCA – Robert Smith said nothing new to report, quiet time

P&R – Russell Tolles – said nothing new to share
MRTC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Scholarship – Terry Smith discussed increasing the amount contributed by MRTC to a total of $2,000, allowing two $1,000 scholarships. After discussion on the campaign warchest it was decided to keep the MRTC contribution at $1,500 allowing one $1,000 and one $500.00. We might do $2,000 next year. Terry said he wanted to get the word out and asked for help on contacts.
Nominating: Tom King said Douglas M. Veillette of 301 Burr Hall Road was interested in Land Preservation. He NOMINATED him and George C. Tzepos of 99 Burr Hall Road, for the open position on the Land Preservation and Open Space Acquisition Committee, SECOND by Robert Smith and unanimously voted.
Tom King also said Brian Stroby was interested in the Conservation Commission but no vacancies currently exist.
Ways and Means – Shannon Cavallo said she was considering creative ideas for fund raising, including sales of items over social media and the internet. Tom King said we needed to raise more than from the cocktail party.
OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS
None
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None
ADJOURNMENT: 
Terry Smith MOTIONED to adjourn, SECOND by Robin Stanziale and unanimously voted at about 8:28 pm.
No money was collected at the meeting for the Sunshine Fund.
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