MINUTES

MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE

February 11, 2020 
MINUTES MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE MEETING –February 11, 2020

Vice Chairman Robert Smith called the meeting to order in Room 26 at about 7:30 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.
GUESTS: State Senator Eric Berthel.
OTHERS PRESENT: First Selectman Ed St. John
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: Alternate Russell Tolles was appointed to sit in for absent member Tom King.
GUEST COMMENTS: State Senator Eric Berthel discussed tolls. He said the Democrats didn’t have enough votes to bring tolls to a vote that could pass. He said Republicans had proposed “FasterCT” to improve infrastructure. He told members he needed to raise funds for his campaign, $16,000 in small dollar donations. He said 5 seats may be gained in the State Senate. He said there were three viable candidates for Fifth District Congress. He encouraged small dollar contributions to Republicans challenging Democrats. He discussed a partnership with local high schools to earn undergraduate credits at Post University. He said Jahana Hayes was working against private colleges like Post.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
MOTION by George Tzepos to accept the minutes of the January 14, 2020 regular meeting, SECOND by Robert Smith and unanimously voted.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Absent Treasurer Rito Albini sent in a report showing a starting balance in January of $7,267.61. We had no expenses. We had income of $125.00 for a Cocktail Party ad. The ending balance is $7,392.61.
MOTION by Brendan Browne to accept, SECOND by Matt Gilchrist and unanimously voted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT – There was a balance of $209.79 in the Sunshine Fund after the December meeting. In January we collected $20.00 from members, leaving a balance of $229.79. There was no other correspondence other than notification of May Republican conventions coming up.
MOTION by Brendan Browne to accept the Secretary Report, SECOND by Matt Gilchrist and unanimously voted.

TOWN BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS

WPCA – Robert Smith said nothing new to report.

EIDC – Terry McAuliffe said only an architectural review was done for stables and riding academy on Kissewaug Road.

Conservation – Paul Bowler said nothing exciting to report.
Police – Paul Bowler said less than exciting to report.

BOE – John Cookson noted the many new students and need for additional kindergartens.
BOS – Ed St. John noted several commercial economic projects going on. He said many numerous real estate transactions from people leaving or retiring and younger families moving in. This results in 70 new students coming in. He asked members to explore non-political events to welcome the new residents and bring kids in. First budget preview Feb. 24 and public hearing March 25.
BoAA – Brendan Browne said hearings would begin in March.

P&R – Betty Proulx said quiet.

P&Z – Terry Smith noted horse barn approved and several good projects forthcoming.
MRTC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Ways and Means – Shannon said preparations needed to be done for the wine tasting. A form needs to be completed requiring taxID number. Betty recommended May for good weather.
Nominating – N/A.
NEW BUSINESS – None.
OLD BUSINESS

Robert Smith noted selection of delegates for May Republican Convention and election of officers at March meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ed St. John discussed Edgewood and non-viability financially for Middlebury.He said something W/R/T use could possibly be worked out.
ADJOURNMENT: 
Paul Bowler MOTIONED to adjourn, SECOND by George Tzepos and unanimously voted at about 8:12 pm.
$27.00 was collected at this meeting for the Sunshine Fund.
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