MINUTES

MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE

March 10, 2020 
MINUTES MIDDLEBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE MEETING –March 10, 2020

Chairman Tom King called the meeting to order in Room 26 at about 7:30 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.
GUESTS: State Senator Eric Berthel.
OTHERS PRESENT: First Selectman Ed St. John, Chris Gilbertie, Agnes Lutes, Heidi Shea
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: N/A
GUEST COMMENTS: State Senator Eric Berthel discussed the State of Emergency announced by Governor Ned Lamont. He said it was wise to be prepared and be cautious. He said Connecticut was positioned to respond rapidly as needed. He said he still needed to get many small donations adding up to $16,000 to get $103,950 in state election campaign funding. He asked for our support and said he preferred on-line donations.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN, SECRETARY and TREASURER

Paul Bowler NOMINATED Tom King for Chairman, SECOND by George Tzepos.

Chairman King called for additional nominations three times.

There were no other nominations. Mr. King declared himself to be Chairman based on no other nominations.

Elaine Strobel NOMINATED Robert Smith for Vice Chairman, SECOND by Nat Kuppuraj.

Chairman King called for additional nominations three times.

There were no other nominations. Chairman King declared Robert Smith to be Vice-Chairman based on no other nominations.

Paul Bowler NOMINATED Rito Albini for Treasurer, SECOND by Terry Smith.
Robert Smith NOMINATED Nat Kuppuraj as Treasurer, SECOND by George Tzepos.

Chairman King called for additional nominations three times.

There were no other nominations. MOTION by Chairman King to close nominations, unanimously voted. 
By hand count Nat Kuppuraj received 13 votes and Rito Albini received one vote. Chairman King declared Nat Kuppuraj to be Treasurer.

Paul Bowler NOMINATED Terry McAuliffe for Secretary, SECOND by George Tzepos.

Chairman King called for additional nominations three times.

There were no other nominations. Chairman King declared Terry McAuliffe to be Secretary based on no other nominations.

After the elections Tom King asked each member to say a few words about themselves.

John Cookson noted the passing of well-remembered Republicans Jim Crocicchia and John Kotchian.

SUBCOMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

Tom King asked if the following members could serve as chairmen of MRTC Subcommittees going forward:
Finance – John Calabrese

Ways and Means – Shannon Cavallo

Bylaws – Robert Smith

Election Day Activities – John Cookson

Public Relations – Terry McAuliffe

Scholarship – Terry Smith

OTHER DISCUSSION

Elaine Strobel asked in a MOTION whether it would be possible to move the time of the meeting from 7:30 to 7:00. There was not a SECOND. In discussion, there was a mix of opinions and no clear agreement. The matter was tabled by Tom King.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
MOTION by John Cookson to accept the minutes of the February 11, 2020 regular meeting, SECOND by Nat Kuppuraj and unanimously voted.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer Rito Albini reported a starting and ending balance of $7,392.61.
MOTION by John Cookson to accept, SECOND by Robert Smith and unanimously voted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT – There was a balance of $229.79 in the Sunshine Fund after the January meeting. In February we collected $27.00 from members, leaving a balance of $256.79. There was no other correspondence other than notification of May Republican conventions coming up.
In correspondence, a letter from Town Clerk Brigitte Bessette reminded us to select delegates to the State and District conventions between March 24 and March 31.
MOTION by George Tzepos to accept the Secretary Report, SECOND by Terry Smith and unanimously voted.

TOWN BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS

BOE – John Cookson noted 70 new students on Middlebury side which itself would add $1.2 million.

P&R – No meeting.

BOS – Elaine noted the Charter Revision kickoff.

P&Z – Terry Smith noted two buildings on Benson Road and two informal discussion on gas stations.

WPCA – Robert Smith said nothing new to report.

EIDC – Terry McAuliffe said only an architectural review was done for stables and riding academy on Kissewaug Road.

Conservation – Paul Bowler said only a 3-minute meeting.
Police – Paul Bowler said no meeting.

Charter Revision – Tom King said the first meeting would be a public hearing.

MRTC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS - None.
OLD BUSINESS – None

NEW BUSINESS – None.
Tom King noted that a date needed to be set to select delegates for the US Congress, State Assembly and State Senate conventions. MOTION by Robert Smith to set March 24th at 7:30, SECOND by Matt Gilchrist and unanimously voted.
Tom King also noted the Republican Primary on April 28th, saying a table at the voting place would be something to discuss next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.

ADJOURNMENT: 
John Cookson MOTIONED to adjourn, SECOND by Terry Smith and unanimously voted at about 8:15 pm.
$17.00 was collected at this meeting for the Sunshine Fund.
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